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Statement on Item 4: Implementation of 6 mandated areas

• Good afternoon, this statement is on behalf of the Congress of Aboriginal Peoples in
Canada. We advocate for the rights, interests and needs of Indigenous peoples who live in
urban, rural and remote areas. Our peoples are status and non-status Indians, Metis
peoples, and the Inuit of Southern Labrador.

• The inequalities that divide Canada s Indigenous and non-lndigenous populations are widely
recognized. These inequalities were created through decades of colonial violence against
our peoples.

• The Canadian government has created programs that are designed to address the gaps in
educational attainment, income equality, employment, and access to health services, such
as the Post-Secondary Student Support Program, the Non-Insured Health Benefits for First
Nations and Inuit, and the University and College Entrance Preparation Program. However,
access to these programs is limited to those who are registered under Canada’s Indian Act
legislation or are recognized as Inuit. Our peoples continue to be excluded from accessing
these vital programs. Our youth who need the most support to get the best start in their
education are left out.

• Our peoples who are not recognized by the government are not free from encountering

racism in their daily lives or from suffering from the echoes of residential schools or other

colonial policies that impacted generations of their ancestors. Unrecognized Indigenous

peoples face inequalities in educational and economic attainment that are compounded by a

system that denies them even the assistance normally afforded to those who carry a

Government of Canada status card.
• UNDRIP Article 21 affirms the right of Indigenous individuals  without discrimination, to the

improvement of their economic and social conditions in the areas of education, employment,
vocational training and retraining . It further elaborates that state shall take  effective
measures and, where appropriate, special measures to ensure continuing improvement of
their economic and social conditions".

• Our peoples continue to have lower postsecondary education attainment levels compared to

non-lndigenous populations. In 2016 the non-status Indigenous population had an

unemployment rate of 12.7%, compared to 7.4% for the non-aboriginal Canadian

population, and a median income of $26,145 compared to $34,604 for the non-aboriginal

population.
• The data also shows that 52.1% of non-status Indigenous persons between 25-64 had a

post-secondary qualification. This falls far short of the almost two-thirds (64.7%) of the non-
Aboriginal population who had a post-secondary qualification.

• It is time for Canada to recognize that its responsibilities to our Indigenous peoples cannot \p
limited to those it chooses to recognize. All Indigenous peoples must have substantively
equal access to programs and services, and our Indigenous rights, as recognized in
UNDRIP, must have equal protection.


